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John M. Altman, Jr. 

City Manager  
 
 

Each week, the City 

Manager prepares an 

update for City 

Council  and citizens 

that addresses the 

status of major City 

projects, news, special 

events, and other 

matters of interest as 

well  as City -wide  

accomplishments in 

the performance of 

our services to our 

citizens of Hopewell.   

 

Office of the           
City Manager  
300 N. Main Street, 
Suite 216 
Hopewell, VA  23860 
804-541-2243 
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N 21 st  Ave &  W Broadway Intersection Improvements Project  

The Department of Public Works ð Engineering is pleased to report that the intersection 
improvements at N 21 st Ave and W Broadway were substantially completed the week of 

August 5 th  2019 including the milling a nd repaving of the intersection, line striping and 
activation of all push button actuation pedestrian poles and signals.  ADA improvements 

and additional sidewalk improvements were completed the week of July 29 th 2019.  The 
new traffic signal poles and mas t arms are painted dark blue with fluted stems to match 
the downtown intersections.  The function of the intersection is now more reliable and 

safer than ever before.  
 
The total project cost including design and construction (estimated at $500,000) and was  

100% federal and state funded through the VDOT SMART Scale grant program.  
 

Over the next several weeks there will be periodic work while the contractor finishes clean 
up and final wiring connections for the lighting arms.  Any impact to traffic will be m inimal 

and there are no additional detours or lane restrictions expected for this project.  
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Cedar Level Road Construction Update  

 

The Cedar Level Road Widening and Realignment Project was advertised to 

prequalified VDOT contractors on July 10, 2018 and bids were received 

August 22, 2018.   VDOT awarded the contract to J.L. Kent &  Sons for $6.6 

million and work commenced on November 8, 2018.  

From November 2018 until June 2019 , J.L . Kent & Sons had  been working 

exclusively on clearing and grubbing, underground water main and sanitary 

sewer line relocations.  All of the underground w ater main and sanitary 

sewer line relocations are completed with the exception of a few isolated 

locations.  The next phase of the project includes construction of  a new 

portion of the realigned roadway to include storm drains, curb and gutter, 

pavement an d new sidewalks.  The first phase of the new box culvert to 

replace the existing culvert crossing  and storm water management pond 

near Cobblestone were completed in July 2019 .  It is expected that paving 

will start around November 2019 and traffic will be switched onto portions 

of the new roadway in early 2020.   

Motorists can expect increased construction activity over the next 12  

months including equipment staged along Cedar Level Road and at each 

intersection between Miles Ave and Wilmington Ave .  Flaggi ng operations 

and weekday detours of Cedar Level Road can be expected while utility 

relocations and connections are completed.  Please obey the speed limit as 

the working areas are limited and motorists will pass very close to the 

workers and equipment dur ing flagging operations.  The Cedar Level Road 

Improvements Project is  expected to be completed by August 2020.   

CONSTRUCTION UPDATES 
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Governor Northam Releases Early Childhood Education Needs 

Assessment and Draft Strategic Plan 

 

 ~ Public comment now being solicited for feedback on draft Strategic Plan to strengthen school readiness 
in the Commonwealth ~   

 
RICHMONDτGovernor Ralph Northam today announced the completion of a statewide Needs Assessment and draft 
Strategic Plan that were produced through the $9.9 million federal Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five 
(PDG B-5) announced ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜŜŘǎ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
draft Strategic Plan outlines the goals and priorities for unifying and strengthening early childhood care and education 
in Virginia.  
 
Both documents were developed through close collaboration with stakeholders, families, and state legislators to 
identify and address the unique needs of Virginia children ages birth to five. Both documents are now available online 
to solicit feedback to help shape the final version of the Strategic Plan, which will be released later this year. 
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ǎǘŀōƭŜΣ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ they build the foundation 
ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣέ said Governor NorthamΦ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘΩǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ 
improǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ǎŀŦŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎΦέ  
 
The draft Strategic Plan articulates an overarching vision that all children in the Commonwealth of Virginia will thrive 
with the support of accessible, quality, and affordable early childhood care and education delivered in safe and 
nurturing environments. This vision is guided by the principles that early childhood care and education should be 
equitable, family focused, high quality, strategic, and innovative.  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vecf.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2019%2f08%2fVirginia-PDG-B5-Needs-Assessment-and-Appendices.pdf&c=E,1,h1KoMkCbbPCAC7FMFbdLOk9sxCZZxlL4FLehsWYvt2lQX6RS2J5qTedG5tQ0kru6Li8BE7XpYqlWdWy-qdsFmUk8XDQ3u1YLx4GjlUoLFeWvRGlZPz0,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vecf.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2019%2f08%2fDRAFT-Virginia-Strategic-Plan-PDGB5_For-Feedback.pdf&c=E,1,9PcxXj92TcijWRDtbep2j1V8ICyluG6AcjhXGBpcREXD7gvp7BuiFt3jG1JYdkxRuXty6FOXGFEQAc1iT_BxTgAHMCrI835hRLEMQByE6Mgtng-SEYzc&typo=1
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/all-releases/2019/january/headline-837533-en.html
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ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŘǊŀŦǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ƻƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΣέ said Gary Thomson, Chairman of the 
School Readiness CommitteeΦ ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪŦƻǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
The Virginia Early Childhood Foundation has partnered with the Commonwealth to help collect and process feedback 
on this draft plan. All documents may be found at www.vecf.org and feedback on the draft Strategic Plan and its 
findings can be provided to info@vecf.org. The deadline for providing feedback is August 31, 2019. 
ά!ǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘΣ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǊŜ 
practices that Head Start haǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ said Shikee Franklin, Director of 
Head Start at Hampton Roads Community Action ProgramΦ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 
engaging with a diverse set of early childhood stakeholders, including families, providers, business leaders, and 
ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ 
 
The PDG B-5 is also supporting innovative community work in 11 regions and communities to help improve school 
readiness across the Commonwealth. These communities are building relationships among family day home, child 
care, Head Start and preschool programs, measuring and strengthening quality and seeking to improve access for 
families. In recognition of the incredible efforts of early childhood educators, Virginia is providing up to $1,500 for 
more than 3,000 participating early childhood educators. 
 
 ά{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛǾŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣέ said First Lady Pamela NorthamΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
comment period offer an important opportunity to receive more community input to further inform our efforts to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŀƭƭ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŀŘȅΦέ  
 
As ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŀƳΩǎ Executive Directive Four, the Commissioner of the Department of Social Services and 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction will lead a series of regional stakeholder listening sessions. These listening 
sessions will also provide an opportunity to share findings, discuss shared goals and strategies, and solicit feedback 
from stakeholders across the Commonwealth. Dates and locations for listening sessions can be found below. 
  
 
  
 
 

 

  

Monday, August 12 
9:00 AM  
Dominion Enterprises 
150 Granby Street  
Norfolk, Virginia 23510 
 
Thursday, August 15 
10:00 AM  
Salem High School 
400 Spartan Drive   
Salem, Virginia 24153  

Wednesday, August 14 
10:00 AM  
ACCA Child Development Center 
7200 Columbia Pike, Suite 2 
Annandale, Virginia 22003  
 
Friday, August 16 
2:00 PM  
Chesterfield-Colonial Heights Department of Social Services 
9501 Lucy Corr Circle 
Chesterfield, Virginia 23832 
  

INTERGOVERNMENTAL & PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vecf.org%2fwp-content%2fuploads%2f2019%2f08%2fDRAFT-Virginia-Strategic-Plan-PDGB5_For-Feedback.pdf&c=E,1,7pimXacJNdOZBfs_2WwLmsvgRJhcSYbA2bV_3RWPVmCOJEnR-Gw1-JDx3iaDZ6vEnUnZ0mfDXAFhzJucYUDGZJ3EuuA6W9dfmrQhTc2FZNhxR7nczX65nCavFDQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.vecf.org&c=E,1,1SFS5La-gXQ_T5ZoPrg0Eu6xABf-0viQ4dRKgkvzVm3Mz6i5Ge7j5BL5a7ej5bhKMtkx91VDvWl6eH5zTMxhW8FK1xsc9uILnbYZwcu7cQMR&typo=1
mailto:info@vecf.org
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/executive-actions/ED-4-Establishing-The-Governors-Executive-Leadership-Team-on-School-Readiness.pdf
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

 

National Night Out!  
Thank you to all who participated!  

 


